[Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus: factors responsible for its incidence].
How can we explain that the proportion of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) varies between the European countries, ranging from < 1% in Scandinavia to > 30% in Spain, France and Italy? This paper is aimed at attempting to determine factors at the origin of the spreading of endemic MRSA strains as of the early 1980s. Those strains are characterized by their ability to develop resistance to current antibiotics and make treatment of severe and deep infections more complex. Differences in the virulence of MRSA strains and that of susceptible strains appear unlikely. MRSA prevalence seems to be a growing problem, especially in Southern Europe where rates of resistance to other anti-staphylococcal antibiotics are high. General policies for antibiotic therapy as well as the implementation of strategies for prevention and control of MRSA might be responsible for such rates. Indeed, once MRSA is introduced into a facility without control program, this multiresistant bacteria rapidly spreads within the hospital and becomes endemic, expanding its reservoir. FUTURE PROSPECTS ET PROJECTS: Due to the introduction of new methods in microbiology and communication, infection control measures including procedures for isolation and identification of MRSA reservoirs are still feasible; however, their implementation requires human and material resources. Areas requiring improvement in the detection of MRSA outbreaks are identified in this paper, with particular emphasis on the need for national surveillance of MRSA prevalence and reappraisal of MRSA control strategies in French hospitals.